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WHAT MADE AMERICA GREAT?

As the United States celebrates its 233rd birthday July 4, it stands alone as the world’s
only superpower and is a nation blessed beyond measure. Why?

By Gregory Dullum
The United States is a nation blesse¢d
beyond measure. Protected by valst
oceans on east and west, and shar{ng
borders with friendly neighbors o
north and south, we have enjoyed relg=¢ /==
tive security for 233 years. PGl

crease in population, Lincoln made tH
statement, “No human counsel hath
vised, nor hath any mortal han
worked out these great things. They gre
the gracious gifts of the most hig
God” (ibid., p. 784).

e

Our nation has been blessed wi W % Why Did God Bless America?
bountiful natural resources, includin L _ \ ' Why did God bl America? |
an abundance of fresh water, ferti 2 y di o] ess America? It wa
fields, rich oil deposits, and an ama g < the fulfillment of hispromiseto anoth-
ing array of raw minerals from copp . . er Abraham—the patriarch Abraha
and iron to silver and gold. J "“j of the Bible! God willNEVER break a

Our people have enjoyed freedom bg- | ! | \B promise (Num. 23:19)! |
yond compare: freedom of religion, o k y God told the patriarch Abraham,

i

assembly, of speech; freedom to chooge ' J : will make you a great nation; I will
one’s lifestyle and occupation. An A bless you and make your name greft;
American can be a success if he or she ahnd youhsh?)lll be a blessindg.I I V\'IIiI" blegs
puts forth effort. No one is held back be : those who bless you, and | will cur
cause of race, sex, class or disability. ﬁggnigsl‘;(gﬂ]ggse WHtg ewfgtuerc?Nog him who curses you; and in you all t

What has made America so great? S .- " insel hath devised. nor families of the earth shall be blesse
it our founding principles? Is it our f (Gen. 12:2-3).

Constitution? Is it our form of govern-hath any mortal hand worked out
ment? Is it capitalism? Is it our reIi-these great things. They are the gra-

cious gifts of the most high God.” come a great, blessed nation. That

gion? Indeed, all of these things havé : scribes the U.S. and British Commo

contributed to our greatness but thefe . . . ] wealth nations today!

is an underlying cause. rent inhabitants. He continued his speechSome say the promise of all familigs
“We, when mounting the stage of exison earth being blessed is a reference to

Lincoln Knew Source tence, found ourselves the legal inheritogesus, who was a descendant of Abt -
S
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of these fundamental blessings. We toilgghm. And, indeed, Jesus’ coming w
Abraham Lincoln understood Amerinot in the acquirement or establishmegtplessing for all—His sacrifice mad
can greatness. On Jan. 17, 1838, bethem” (ibid., p. 232). salvation possible for everyone.
spoke to the Young Men’s Lyceum in Lincoln knew from where our blessings But, could there be katter-day fulfill-
Springfield, Ill., saying: came. In his Proclamation for Thanksgiiment of this phrase as well? Have nof|a
“We find ourselves in the peacefuing on Oct. 3, 1863, he wrote, “The yeajreat many families of the earth bean
possession of the fairest portion of thibat is drawing toward its close has begjessed because of the generosity, kifd-
earth in regards to extent of territoryfjlled with the blessings of fruitful fields ness and sacrifice of the U.S. and Briti$h
fertility of soil, and salubrity of cli- and healthful skies. To these bountiegeop|e? Have we not gi\/en food, medi-
mate. We find ourselves under thehich are so constantly enjoyed that W8ne and financial aid to the poorer n
government of a system of political inare prone to forget the source from whiglpns of the earth? Was it not the U.$.
stitutions conducing more essentialllhey come, others have been addeghd British people who all but elimina}

to the ends of civil and religious liberwhich are of so extraordinary a naturgq slavery from the earth? Was it n
ty than any of which the history of forthat they cannot fail to penetrate and sofirimarily the U.S. and British peopl
mer times tells US"-I(he Life and Writ- en the heart which is hab|tua”y insensyvho fought back tyranny and oppressi( n
ings of Abraham Lincoln, Philip Stern, tive to the ever-watchful providence ofgainst evil dictators in Nazi German
ed., 1940, pp. 231-232). Almighty God” (ibid., p. 783). ]
Lincoln realized that America’s After listing blessings in agriculture, AMERICAN GREATNESS
greatness was not the result of her curen, coal, precious metals, and an in- Continued on Page 2

t




2 The SABBATH SCOOP June 2009

I on to Joseph and his two sons, EphrainiThe Jews, who were a little more right-
Amerlcan GreatneSS and Manasseh (Gen. 48:3-5). Jacobgus than Israel, remained in Judah until

Continued from Page 1 whose name was changed to Israghe Babylonians captured them in 586
fascist Italy and imperialistic Japan durin laced his name “Israel” upon Ephraim.c. (2 Kings 25:21).

World War I1? Didn't the U.S. and British®nd Manasseh (v. 16). When we read
people put a halt to expanding, OploressEophemes concerning “Israel” in the lagiydah and Israel Today

. : . ays, they are referring to the descen-
Soviet Communism? Did they not lea %ts of E{)hraim and Mgnasseh_ The Jews kept the Sabbath—the sign be-

Coallition forces to depose wicked regim Notice what was promised to becom@veen God and them (Ex. 31:13-17)—
g;‘g R]rcmr?agggﬁ%r%cgsair;%greededi? (,nvot&d"ﬁ@ these two brothers. One was to becord8d never lost sight of who they were.
9 P : great nation and the other a “multituddfter Babylon’s fall, they migrated

hard to find any family on earth who had e h . )
- df nations” (v. 19). This is a perfect dethroughout the world. Today, it doesn’t
Phoet Begnaﬁgeéiﬁgﬁnpesg&f way beCauseséfription of the U.S. and British Commatter whether they live in New York,

monwealth today. Chicago, London or the modern nation of
Blessi = do Jacob told his sons what would becongrael, Jews keep the Sabbath and know
essings Fassed Un of their descendants “in the last daygvho they are and from where they came.
After Abraham nearly sacrificed his sor{Gen. 49:1). Joseph’s descendants—thd he sinful Israelites, on the other hand,
Isaac, God repeated his promise to highS. and British people—would becomt®st their national identity while in Assyr-
and added, ‘in blessing | will bless you? fruitful bough by a well” (v. 23). Thisian captivity. Later, the Assyrians migrat-
and in multiplying | will multiply your IS @ promise of agricultural blessings. ~ €d to Germany and the Israelites settled
descendants as the stars of heaven and A§ere is a promise of hatred, jealougfroughout Europe. The Ephraimites set-
the sand which is on the seashore: affid war brought on by enemies, but Gdlgd on the island of Great Britain while
your descendants shall possess the gat&vegld give Joseph’s descendants victchT?!OSG descended from Manasseh sifted
their enemies” (Gen. 22:16-18). “The archers have bitterly grieved hinfhrough many lands and eventually set-
Many people who misunderstand thghot at him and hated him, but his bo#ed in America The United Sates and
Bible think Abraham’s descendants wef@mained in strength, and the arms of HEitish Commonwealth in Prophecy by
only the Jews. But the Jewish peopfeands were made strong by the hands'dgrbert W. Armstrong, 1967, p. 169).
have never been a nation great in pow#ie mighty God of Jacob” (v. 24). In all this time, the promises God made
influence and population. And they have God also promised good weather and ri¢d Abraham had not come to pass. But
noT controlled the gates of their enemiesleposits of coal, iron, oil, gold, etc.: “WitH50d's word is sure! And sure enough, after
On the other hand, the U.S. and Britidhlessings of heaven above and blessingstlgbqe British defeat of the Spanish Armada in

people have become great in power and #fe deep that lies beneath” (v. 25). 1588, she began her rise to superpower sta-
fluence; they are great in number, and they tus, eventually becoming a Commonwealth
have controlled the seagates of the worldlistory of Israel and Judah of nations encircling the globe.

They have controlled Gibraltar, Malta, Sin- After contributing to the victory in World

gapore, Hong Kong, Guam, Hawaii, Mid-Th,e 12 sons of Jac.ob marrigd and h&dar 1l in 1945, America rose in status and
way, the Philippines, the Suez and Panarﬁlan,dren- They grew into 12 trlbes. Numprosperity. By century’s end, the U.S. was
canals, and other seagates. bering only about 70, they settled in Egyphe world’s lone superpower.

Because Abraham had faith and obeyg ring a famine and eventually becameThe blessings had to come because God
God, we in America and in the Britists/aves (Ex. 1:1-5). Hundreds of yeansromised them to Abraham. However, as
Commonwealth have been blessed (Geater: they had grown to a people sevemkplained in Leviticus 26 and Deuterono-
22:18)! million strong. When God rescued themny 28, if the American and British peo-

The blessing of possessing enemy gafd4 of Egypt, there were 600,000 men, npte fail to obey God, He will remove

was passed on to Isaac, who married F@unting women and children (Ex. 12:37those blessings!
bekah (Gen. 24:60). ’ The 12 tribes settled in the new land asWe will discuss our future next month.

Isaac passed the blessing of nation&€ nation of Israel. They prospered and
greatness on to his son, Jacob. These §eW. and eventually demanded a king (1
cluded agricultural blessings and gam- 8:5-7). Saul was chosen (1 Sam. ThesnBBnT“ scuup
promise torule over other nations (Gen. 10:1, 17-24). _ 228 O'Connell Drive
27:28-29). In the early 1960s, Britain’s They were one nation under Saul, Dav|d  cape Girardeau, MO 63701-3332

Commonwealth circled the globe. Today"d Solomon. However, under Solomon|s Editor
the U.S. is the world’s only superpower. S0n, Rheoboam, the nation split. The 10 Gregory Dullum
God told Jacob in a dream that his dgorthern tribes, led by Jeroboam, seceded Circulation Managers:
scendants wouldpread over all the and became the House of Israel. Only the Craig Evans « Raleigh Collins
your seed all the families of the eartRO land but served as priests), and a portion © Copyrgnt Gregory bullm 2009
i : i : PRINT CIRCULATION: 112 + COST PER ISSUE: FREE
shall be blessed” (Gen. 28:14). of Benjamin remained loyal to Rheoboan. PRi HREH www thesabbathscoop org

Jacob had 12 sons. One was Judah, dit¢ southern tribes became known as
from him came the Jews. The other soridouse of Judah (1 Kings 12:16-21).

descendants became other nations. Each of the two nations co-existed wit
their own set of kings. Their history is tol
ditional personal Bible study), not of any church or

Ephraim and Manasseh II’_] the books of 1 ar.]d 2 Kings. I_srael' organization. Donations to cover costs of paper,
. klngs_ were mostly evil and the nation qujt toner and postage are gratefully accepted. You may
To which of the 12 sons were passed thbeying God. In 72&.c., God used the As-| e-mail the editor at: chjprodept@socket.net. Unless
blessings and promises made to Abrayrians to take the 10 northern tribes infojhense noted Bivle quotes are from the flew King
L. . ames Version, ©1983, Thomas Nelson Publishers.
ham, Isaac and Jacob? They were passagtivity (1 Kings 17:5-8, 18-19).

The Sabbath Scoop is an independent publication.
Opinions expressed are those of the editor (based
upon more than 43 years attending the Church of
God and four years of Ambassador College plus ad-
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Who Is this God We Serve?

Our Compassionate Healer

God promises to fix our broken bodies with supernatural healing out of compassion for us!

By Gregory Dullum if we know God. David wrote, “Bless thewe know they healed death (Mat. 10:8,
One of the worst things a loving parent et-orp, O my soul, and forget not all HisActs 9:37, 40); demon possession (Mat.
dures is a sick child. What parent is ndtenefits: who forgives all your iniquities10:8); dysentery (Acts 28:8); fever (Acts
touched by a young child crying becauseho heals all your diseases” (Ps. 103:3). 28:8); lameness (Acts 3:1-8); leprosy

he can't breathe through his stuffy nose or (Mat. 10:8); and paralysis (Acts 8:7).
she can't swallow down her sore throat? Christ Healed Multitudes

Don’t you think a loving God has the ) . teps for Healing
same compassion—or MORE—for His sick Jesus Christ healed multitudes when He

children? And, unlike helpless parentgvalked the earth. Why? There were martjow do we access the healing power of
God Has the power to heal! He boldly reasons but sometimes it was just becaudsed? There are four steps to take.
says in Ex. 15:26, “I am thedrp who He felt sorry for those who were suffering. 1. Obey God.God'’s promise to heal
heals you.” Compassion was the driving force whethe Israelites was based upon their obedi-
Jesus healed a multitude in Mat. 14:19%.?60?_;3“” you di(ggzntlydhzed tue voice r(1)f
i i i “And when Jesus went out He saw a gr RD your God and do what is right
What is Divine Healing? multitude; and He was moved with comi his sight, give ear to His command-
What is divine healing? It's not as munpassion for them, and healed their sick.” ments, and keep all His statutes, | will put
dane as going to a doctor to get medicinglesus not onlyap compassion; He wasnone of the diseases on you which |
that will help our bodies heal themselvesiLLED with it (Mark 1:40-42). brought on the Egyptians. For | am the
When we go to God for healing, we areThe Gospels are stuffed with exampldsorb who heals you” (Ex. 15:26).
asking for divineINTERVENTION—an in-  of Jesus healing. Specific illnesses were: If Israel failed to obey God, He would

terruption of physical laws and the natu- « Blindness (Mat. 9:27-30, 12:22); send plagues, consumption, fever, inflam-

rally occurring chain of events. We want ¢ Blood flow (Mat. 9:20-22); mation, boils, tumors, scab and itching,

supernatural HELP! » Deafness (Mat. 11:5); madness, blindness and heart attacks
We humbly approach the heavenlye« Death (Mat. 9:18, 23-25, 11:5); (Deut. 28:21-22, 27-28).

throne of AmMIGHTY Gob—who created e« Demon possession (Mat. 5:24); Sin has consequences asaimetimes

the entire universincluding our intricate  « Epilepsy (Mat. 5:24); sickness is caused by sin. For example,

human bodies—and we ask Him to < Fever (Mat. 8:14-15); drunkenness can cause liver disease,

please comeisit us; to place his loving < Leprosy (Mat. 8:2); smoking can cause lung cancer, fornica-

hands inside our sick bodies and repair Muteness (Mat. 9:32-33, 12:22); tion and adultery can cause sexually

them; to heal diseased tissue, to mend Paralysis (Mat. 5:24); transmitted diseases.

broken bones, to kill a virus, or germs, ors Severed ear (Luke 22:50-51); and Not ALL sickness igaused by sin (John
cancer cells; tasUPERNATURALLY fix  « Speech impediment (Mark 7:32).  9:1-3). However, siruts us off from God
whatever is wrong inside us. This is an impressive list! But that's nos0 He can’'t hear our request for healing
We may feel out of place interrupting thall! Many ailments which Jesus healedsa. 59:2). If we want God to heal us, we
King of kings and Lord of lords—the rulerare unnamed. We are told, “Then Heust repent of our sins (1 John 3:22).
of all creation—so He can make a housealed many who were sick with various2. Get anointed by a minister.James
call, but Hewants us toask and He’swill- diseases” (Mark 1:34). On another occtglls us, “Is anyone among you sick? Let
ing to HEAL! The Bible isFiLLED with his sion, Jesus healed “those who had neith call for the elders of the church, and let

promisesto heal andxamples of healing.  of healing” (Luke 9:11). them pray over him, anointing him with oil
There is no sickness too small or toi® the name of the Lord. And the prayer of
David Was Healed great to take to God. If youave neep of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will
, i , healing of any kind, take it to God! He will raise him up. And if he has committed sins,
King David knew sickness. In agony, hgyke care of it! he will be forgiven” (James 5:14-15).

wrote, “There is no soundness in My jesus not only healed during his human3. Beg God continually for healing.
flesh... nor is there any health in myfe He allowed his body to be ripped t&ollow the example of the persistent
bones because of my sin. For my iniquéhreds for our healing at his crucifixionwidow (Luke 18:1-7).
ties have gone over my head,; like a heasfe was wounded for our transgressions,4- Wait patiently. God heals on his time-
burden they are too heavy for me, mye was bruised for our iniquities; the chagable; sometimes healing immediately after
wounds are foul and festering because @fement for our peace was upon Him, ar@ointing, sometimes not. We shouldn't get
my foolishness” (Ps. 38:3-5). by His stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5). discouraged if healing isn’'t immediate. We
What did David do? He cried out to may be sick in order to learn a lesson, and
God—and was healed! “Odrp my God, ; ; until we learn it, God won't heal us. At
| cried out to You, and You have healeé‘pOStles Given Healing Power other times we may suffer so others who
me. O Llorp, you have brought my souBefore He died, Jesus passed the abilkyjow us will learn a lesson.
up from the grave; you have kept m® heal onto the apostles and elders in hisSod promises to heal us. Trust in his
alive, that | should not go down to thehurch. They healed all kinds of sickneggomises, have faith in owompPAsSION
pit” (Ps. 30:2-3). and disease (Mat. 10:1, Mark 16:14-187e HEALER, andHe will make us whole
Healing is one of mangeneFiTswe have Luke 10:1, 9, Acts 5:14-16). Specifically(Mat. 9:22, 15:28)!



4 The SABBATH SCOOP June 2009

Coffege Letters:

Lessons of Life Learned at Ambassador College

The gospel message becomes relevant to the world when people see no hope in their government,
in the economy, and in society around them. Meanwhile, we, in the church, must stay loyal to God.
[Editor's Note: At 1:15 p.m. on Sunday,WoRrk. V. 8—Why do we have “a littlefice). HWA is Zerubbabel (Zech. 4:6)

Jan. 19, 1975, | sat in a lounge chair orsérength”? Because the doors will nand GTA is Joshua. the physical temple
patio in the shade outside of third flodkeep open by our strength—but by Godisf Zechariah is the spiritual church.

Grove Terrace—my dorm—and begastrength they will stay open. Zech. 3 is a picture of GTA from the
writing a long letter to Mom and Brad. God had to try and test HWA when héme he was out of the church until the
We continue that letter this month.] was first called. Then He knew HWAWorld Tomorrow. Ted was crushed by
would be loyal when the Work got bigGod thru his father—which united them,
1:15 p.m. Sunday, 1-19-75 HWA put God first before his son, Dickand taught Ted that HWA really was
before his wife; even before having higphysically) head of this work. And now
Part 2 own son [Garner Ted] put out of th&ed is merciful because he has been

Not so much has been happening latebhurch. BiT His ATTITUDE NEVER GOT BAD. ~ shown mercy.
Yesterday, | met Mary Hamilton at V. 10. God protects us from tribulation Zech. 3:1 Satan had Ted. Satan thought
brunch, and proceeded to make a “Sabbgiécause we have already repented. T had him for keeps. V. 2—A brand in
date” out of it. We had breakfast togethefiibulation is to effect repentance. the fire. To have a brand, you must first
then sang together in Sabbath singing. IGod is not impressed with knowledgecarve and shape the brand. GTA has the
walked her back to her room, and | canBut He is impressed with loyalty (v. 11)voice, mind, and looks. But a brand is no
back and indexed my [church] notes. God tested the loyalty of the church. Thgood unless heated. When heated, what
picked her up at 2 p.m. and we went f¢hurch has HWA; GTA, 2nd in charge; do you do with it? BAND OTHERS
church (Mr. Waterhouse). He went ovegospel commission; and a support systenV. 4—Change of raiment. GTA is a dif-
time by one hour. But it was cool. called tithing. The disloyal said, Don'ferent man since then.

From my notes: follow HWA, GTA. The gospel commis- V. 8. BrancH=return of Christ

God has planned this work—and is cagion is not for us, and the support systenmV. 10—Millennial setting
rying it out according to plan. Mr. Wateris done away. They put knowledge aheadZerubbabel despised small things.
house knew HWA had to go before worldf loyalty. They became confused, andWA did not want to remain small—
leaders. But he didn’t know how. Sased their knowledge corruptively. “Let’s invite Rubinstein to the tent. And
when HWA began going before leaders,God is always right. There is no way teent a piano.” Zerubbabel went before
he said, “That’s how!” He didn’t say,go contrary to God and be right. Rebetnountains (governments), etc.

“What's he doing over there?” lion cannot work. 2 olive trees=strong arms (nuff said).
Rev. 3:1 Sardis Era. Dead, yet has &uring the past 6,000 years, Christ40=time of trial and test. At the end of
spark of life—HWA [Herbert Armstrongtrained men the right way when mankind0 years, something effected. At the end

came from the Sardis era and started theade one big mistake after another—tif 40 years of this work, loyalty was ef-
Philadelphia era]. Without Sabbath anshow that He will not allow that samédected. Last January, an emergency con-
holy days, we cannot understand Godrsistakes in his kingdom. And when theference was called. It lasted three days.
plan. v. 7. Why are we called thare all resurrected and put together, Hiiree is the number for revealing (three
Philadelphia era? (Brotherly love). Bekingdom will not make the mistakeslays and nights in the grave revealed
cause we will live into the World Tomormankind has made in the past. Christ as Messiah, three woes revealed
row and most teach people God's way ofWe have to develop the right relationSod, etc.). During the conference, Ted
love. So we have to live up to that nameship—Ilove [with everyone]. Because ifvas locked under his father as 2nd in
The Work began in Eugene, Oregomot, how long will we be able taoT charge. After the three-day conference

(Eugene means “good birth”). 12 yearsranp our ETERNAL brothers? was the Sabbath—to rest and think about
later, it moved to Pasadena, meaning-irst shall be last; last first: why Godt. The next day was thexsT oF THE 40
“crowned city.” has not revealed his plan to all: if theyears. Then Christ tested his ministers—

V. 7—Christ has to remind us that Heknew they were gonna be last, theand some left! Then God tested his peo-
is the living Head and is holy & true. Havould have saidyo THANKS! In @ human ple with Pentecost. By revealing the real
has thexey of David toopenup real reli- society, being last is not a valuable positay to us [Pentecost observance was

gion and education, ant osk false reli- tion. moved from Monday to Sunday], He
gion and education. Through us He begarReligion—teaches love to God. showed us He wanted to give us more of
true religion and education. Education—teaches love to neighbor. his Holy Spirit. And He wanted to see

V. 8—O0ur message becomes relevanMatt. 22:36-40. We must love God and’ho was loyal to keep PentecosteW
when society sees no hope in the govemeighbor to guarantee that what happenegep A LoYAL TEAM!
ment, economy, and society, and we angth the angels [rebellion against God] Then Christ/God revealed D&R [a
put into captivity. If it weren’t for God’s wiLL NOT HAPPEN IN THE FUTURE Gob's change in church policy regarding people
MESSAGE they would haveio HOPE NO FAMILY HAS A FUTURE. who had been divorced and remarried.
REASON TO LIVE. Matthew 11—Christ said John (th&nder the previous policy, if divorced
NO ONE CAN SHUT THE DOORS TO THIS Baptist) is Elijah (not literally, but by of-people had remarried, their current mar-
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Stairway to Heaven

There’s a ladywho'’s sure 1. Church
All that glitters is gold
And she’s buying a stairway to hea¥en 2. Tithing

When she gets there she knows
If the stores are all closed
With a word she can get what she came for 3. Rev. 3.7

There’s a sign on the wall
But she wants to be sure
'Cause you know sometimes words have

two meaning$ 12. Duality of prophecy
In a tree by the brook
Theres a songbitdvho sings 4. Garner Ted Armstrong

Sometimes all of our thoughts are misgiven

There’s a feeling | get

When | look to the west 5. Pasadena
And my spirit is crying for leaving

In my thoughts | have seen

Rings of smoke through the trees

And the voices of those who standing looking.

And it's whispered that soon
If we all call the tune

Then the pipémwill lead us to reason 6. Herbert W. Armstrong
And a new day will dawn 7. World Tomorrow
For those who stand lohg 8. Matt. 24:13

And the forests will echo with laughter

If there’s a bustle in your hedgerow

Dont be alarmed now

Its just a spring clean for the may queen 9. Days of Unleavened
Yes, there are two paths you can go by Bread

But in the long run

There’s still time to change the road you're on

And it makes me wonder

Your head is humming and it won't go

In case you dont know

The piper’$ calling you to join him

Dear lady, can you hear the wihilow 10. Holy Spirit
And did you know

Your stairway lies on the whispering wind

And as we wind on down the road

Our shadows taller than our soul.

There walks a lady we all know

Who shines white light and wants to shbw 11. Matt. 5:14-16
How everything still turns to gold

And if you listen very hard

The tune will come to you at last.

When all are one and one is all

To be a rock and not to roll

And she’s buying a stairway to heaven.

A dorm mate told me “Stairway to Heaven” by Led Zeppelin was about the
Church of God. Whether true or not, the parallels are interesting. | typed
these lyrics with side notes and included them in my Jan. 19 letter home.

Drawing and Fun Fact are courtesy of NAPS
There are an estimated 250,000
kinds of flowering plants in the
world.

Witeratune

Wit and wisdom to complement the truths of the
Holy Bible can be found in secular writings.

The Oregon Trail by Francis Park-
man University of Nebraska Press,
1994 (reprint of 1893 book),
pp. 123-124.

“I had been slightly ill for several
weeks, but on the third night afte
reaching Fort Laramie a violent pair
awoke me, and | found myself at
tacked by the same disorder that of-
casioned such heavy losses to tije
army on the Rio Grande. In a day and
a half | was reduced to extremg
weakness, so that | could not wal
without pain and effort. Having ng
medical adviser, nor any choice 0
diet, | resolved to throw myself uporj
Providence for recovery, using, with
out regard to the disorder, any portiq

of strength that might remain to m
So on the twentieth of June we s
out from Fort Laramie to meet The
Whirlwind’s village. Though aided
by the high-bowed ‘mountain sad
dle,” I could scarcely keep my seat op
the horseback.”

Ex. 15:26, Ps. 30:2, James 5:14-15

Quotablle/Quote

“A life directed chiefly toward ful-
fillment of personal desires soong
or later always leads to bitter disap
pointment.”

—

-

—Albert Einstein

INemony Scripture

“God is not a man, that he shoul
lie, nor a son of man, that He shoul

riage was not recognized as binding atllere is no D&R stumbling block to th¢ repent. Has He said and will not d

the couple had to separate]. He told us by
this that there are more people available COLLEGE LETTERS
to enter the church than we thought. And Continued on Page 6

it? Or has He spoken and will no
make it good?” —Num. 23:19
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College Letters

Continued from Page 5

newly called ones.
Rev. 3:12 Let’s be aoYAL CHURCH.

(Note Book, Vol. 10, pp. 1711-1716, Jai}.

18, 1975).

Last night, | ushered with Chuc
Daniels for a graduation ceremony of t
L.A. College of Chiropractic. 8rING!!
They had their own ushers; the two of
were mostly security. We had to ke
women from playing with the cande
loberas in the foyer. Chuck said he h

never seen so many so fascinated withy¢

touching those. They’re only worth abo
$10,000 apiece.
After ushering, | talked with Santang

He has only been in about seven stat¢

and would like to see the eastern stated
said | would love to go with him if we
were to take a car across the country f
the spring feasts—staying at his frieng
and relatives, or local church membe
for the holy days. If we do—(it's no

even in the planning stage) (yet) five {f

us would maybe go through B.S. [Bi
Sandy, Texas]—and | might see Ga
[my brother]. We would take a souther
route out—maybe go to Washingto
D.C. and we would come back throug
the middle. Maybe get as far north as D
troit, to see Dianne Spencer, if she go

home for spring feasts. We would not ggt

as far south as San Antonio to see |
folks, or as far north as Mpls. to see yd
all. But he’ll see his folks at graduatior
and I'll see you soon after.

But if we could do that, | would love it!
What an opportunity to see the countr

any plans until Feb. sometime. So far, it
just an idea, and maybe [it will] neve
come to fuition. It will cost me about $100
we figured. But | think it would be cool.

Well, hope you enjoyed Mr. Water
house’s sermon, and the sun has go
down, it's 5:05. I've been writing all af-
ternoon on the roof with Grant and m
stereo. What a beautiful day.

Have a beautiful day. Love you all.

Greg

[Editor’s note: At the bottom of the
page was glued a picture of a smashed
car with the words, “P.S. Here’s a ‘hg
car’ from California for your ‘cold cash’

from Minnesota. Also included: words t¢ tle to control the world—and therFirst Quarter” by Carter Doughert

‘Stairway to Heaven’ and some interpre
tations.”

On the back of the envelope was wri
ten, “P.S.—&ND MY TAX FORMS” with
drawings of tacks and a note, “Just g
my [first semester] grades: English B
Civ., C, Mass Comm, A; Softball, C
Speech, B; Life and Teachings, B; Pring
ples of Living, C; GPA: 2.87.]

[World Health Organization] officia
said Sunday [May 17] as Japan rep
ed a one-day total of more than 70 n
cases, mostly among teenagers....

Iran Test-Fires Missile
;With 1,200-Mile Range

“Iran test-fired a sophisticated missile on“As of Sunday, the swine flu virus—
SWednesday [May 20] that was capablghich WHO calls the A (HIN1

rt-
W

striking Israel and parts of Westermirus—has sickened at least 8,480 pgo-
tEurope, adding to concerns that Iranjsle in 40 countries, killing 75 of then;
weapons-development program is fastostly in Mexico....
' outpacing the American-led diplomacy “WHO spokesman Gregory Hartl sa
at President Obama has said he will let-country transmission rates were
‘play out through the end of the yearkey factor in whether the global bod
“Iran Test-Fires Missile With 1,200-decides to increase its pandemic al
PiMile Range” by David E. Sanger andevel. Right now, the world is at Pha
SNazila Fathi,The New York Times, ny- 5—out of a possible 6—meaning tha
Stimes.com, May 21, 2009, p. 1). global outbreak is ‘imminent’ ’
Iranian President Mahmoud Ah{“WHO eyes swine flu transmissiop
madinejad has, on numerous occasiomates, vaccine,” by Eliane Engeler apd
stated that Israel should be wiped offlari Yamaguchi (The Associatefl
the map. His country is developing nuPress),The Southeast Missourian, May
clear weapons and now has a missil@, 2009, p. 9A).
' capable of striking Israel. One of the “horsemen of the apog
Israel will not allow itself to be nuked.lypse” that will ride at the end time re
F1t successfully carried out a mission toesents disease (Rev. 6:7-8). WhEn
F¥lestroy Saddam Hussein’s nuclear facilikssked what would be the sign of

0
a
Yy

—
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lties in Iraq and will likely have to carrysecond coming, Jesus said, “And th¢re
IBut a similar strike against Iran. will be famines, pestilences, and eargh-
U The Israeli government assured thguakes in various places” (Mat. 24:7),
» United States it would not take military The swine flu could be one of the di
action against Iran without first consulteases that will plague mankind at the
ing Washington. It also signaled that &nd time.
‘may give the U.S. a year or so to try

S(“Netanyahu to Meet Obama as Ug“rnnean Economv sn"nks

Priorities Shift” by Mark LandlerThe “European economies contractgd
New York Times, nytimes.com, May 15, sharply in the first quarter of 2009 4s
2009, p. 1). An Israeli military strike inactivity stalled across the region aftpr
Iran could light the fuse to an end-timeonvulsions in the global financial sy$-
NBxplosion of events. tem last year, according to reports
Israel will continue to exist when Christeased Friday [May 15].
¥ returns (Isa. 4:3-6; Zech. 12:1-9)—but “Europe went through an even stedp-
some Jews will be taken captive (Jeer fall than the United States, probaljly
33:7). We are also told that a king of theepresenting the worst point in the e
South will arise and push at the king afomic cycle for the region, economigs
the North (a European union). Iran magaid....
URRad a coalition of Muslim nations to “The economy in every major Eurd-
[ make up the king of the South. pean country has fallen this year” (“
The stage is being set for one last b&urope, Major Economies Shrank |n

-Christ will return and establish God’sThe New York Times, nytimes.com,
government of peace (Rev. 17:14).  May 16, 2009, p. 1).

| A weak German economy allow
i Hitler to come to power 75 years agp.
)tsw“le "“ snreads Will a weakened European econonjy
»“Health experts are looking at thallow a new world dictator—known
spread of swine flu among people ithe Beast—rise to power before Chrlst
“Spain, Britain and Japan, a WHQ@eturns?




