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The Old Testament lists seven feasts to observe. Mainstream Christianity has rejected them
and replaced them with Christmas, Easter and birthdays. Does it matter which days we keep?

By Gregory Dullum
One of my favorite Bible translation
is theNew Century Versiopublished
by World Bibles in 1991.

Throughout this Bible are 260 one-
page articles written by a team of moie
than 70 Bible scholars from a variet
of theological backgrounds. | love t
read the Scriptures in this Bible but t
articles are like the little girl in th
nursery rhyme: when they are good,
they are very, very good. When th
are bad, they are horrid!

Last month, | read an article titled
“Celebration.” It states, “We have man
different types of celebration today. W
celebrate religious holidays like Christ- NAPS photo
mas and Easter, and other non-religiobdost professing Christians celebrate
events like birthdays. What does thEaster, with its pagan fertility symbols,
Bible say about celebrations, and doesiitstead of Passover and the Feast of
have anything to say about our owbinleavened Bread, which are com-
practice today?” (p. 290). My curiositymanded to be kept in the Bible. Why?
was piqued as to how these Bible schet

-

Paul wrote this epistle to the Colog
sians aboun.p. 61-62. He warned o
false teachers: “Beware lest anyorje
cheat you through philosophy an
empty deceit, according to the traditi
of men, according to the basic princ}-
ples of the world, and not according
Christ” (Col. 2:8).

After explaining “according to
Christ” in verses 9-15, Paul warne
“Therefore, let no one judge you i
food or in drink, or regarding a festivel
or a new moon or sabbaths, which
a shadow of things to come, but tHe
substance is of Christ” (vv. 16-17).

It's important to note that the Colo
sianswere keeping the Sabbath a
feast dayslf they had not been keepin
them, this wouldvoTt have been an
issue. Paul didn't tell them to stop keep-
ing them! He wrote, “Lelo ONE JUDGE
(or condemn)vou regarding the keep
ing of these days.” Who was judgin

ars would answer this question. rivers of living water flowing from themthem? Who wanted them to chande

if they believed in Him (John 7:37-38)their manner of keeping them or to stqp

Lord’s Appointed Feasts on Pentecost, the holy spirit was given tbserving them altogether? ThaLse
. . ... the church (Acts 2); and Jesus has bteachers Paul warned about in verse §

The article correctly explains that “th@ome our Passover lamb (1 Cor. 5:7). ~ Why keep the Sabbath and feast day4?
Lord’s appointed feasts” were estab-Ngone of these examplegve us a rea- Paul wrote, “Theyare a shadow of
lished at set times for the nation of Isso to stop keeping God's feasiisifact, thingsto come” This was30 yearsafter
rael and refers to Leviticus 23. . the final example, 1 Cor. 5:7, continueGhrist died and was resurrected. They
It further states, “The feasts continy the next verse with this commandtill, A.0. 61-62, pictured “thingso
ued to be observed by the Jewish peaherefore let us keep the feast” (v. 8). come.” So Christ couldvoT have ful-
ple in the New Testament. Jesus used filled these holy days while He was dn

many of them to teach about himself.” ; | ; |
| thought, Wow! This article is accu-ShadOWS of Things to Come the earth!They pictureruTurE events!

rate! | was ready for it to take the obviThe article, “Celebration,” continues

ous step and state that because Chfigle don't observe these Old Testamewho Should Judge?

and the New Testament church kejpstivals any more because Jesus has fhul's final phrase, “but the substange

these feasts, we, today, should too. filled them. They were shadows that wefig of Christ” has been misinterpreted,
But the article did not go there. Iniooking forward to New Testament realicausing confusion. The word translatdd

stead, it veered off in a completely difties. Indeed, Paul makes it very clear thajubstance” literally means “body,” ac

ferent direction. It continued, “Indeedno one is obligated to celebrate these sperding to the marginal note in th

we can see that Jesus fulfilled the feastsal days, including the Sabbath, in thQew King JameBible.

so we don’t observe them anymore.” way they did during the Old Testament|pn the King James Versignthe word
To support this claim, the article saygeriod (Colossians 2:16).”

that during the Feast of Tabernacles,Did Paul really say that the Sabbath and

Jesus promised people could haveasts are no longer to be kept?
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CELEBRATIONS

Continued on Page 2
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i It's TRUE that the BiblenowHERE re- this practice and the Easter sunrise ser-
Cel eb ratlo ns quiresus to observe Christmas, Easter gice that followed it (Ezek. 8:14-18).
Continued from Page 1 birthdays! But it isFALSE to claim they The article in my Bible isvronG! East-
are not prohibited in the Bible! er observance—although not mentioned

c;?igilrfallneltrzlclacksyl;nveg: ?gg%&%'?;\;?}rlgnﬁhti e Where are they prohibited? by name—s condemned in the Bible!
phrase and us:e the word "body” instead irst, we must understand the origins of_Easter is associated with eggs and rab-
“substance,” Paul’s last phrase is, *...b lese days. It's not hard to find the orbits that are pagan fertility symbols.

' ' _rrgins. Most encyclopedias, many books

the body of Christ.” Theoby oF CHRIST is .
the Chu¥ch of God (Eph. 4:11-12)! and even the Internet can tell us. Birthdays

This phrase is the conclusion to Paul's, . . : The article, “Celebration” says birthdays
opening statement, “Therefore let no on@“gmS of Christmas are not religious. However, t)r/1ey cirgi- Y

judge you.” Paul told the Colossians, “LeAfter explaining why Christ wasoT born mately connecteavith astrology and
no one judge you...but the body 0fn Dec. 25, thaorid Book EncyclopediahoroscopesThe Lore of Birthdaydy
Christ—the Church of God—in regard t@ays, “The early Church Fathers probabialph and Adelin Linton, undated, p. 53).
how you keep the Sabbath or feasts.”  chose December 25 because the feast of Bigthday wishes originated from magic
In other words, Paul wrote, “Don't lelsun, or winter solstice, was a familiaspells, round birthday cakes came from
false teachers condemn you for keepimgman feast celebrating the victory of lighhoon worship and birthday candles with
the Sabbath and feasts as instructed &er darkness. The idea was easily turn@dsh-granting power came from magic
the Church of God!” Rather than being afflom a pagan to a Christian one, sinagells and pagan altars (ibid., pp. 18-21).
instruction tostop keeping God's feasts,Christians consider Christ as the light ?’Wh”e most people today note birthdays
Col. 2:16 is a command tOONTINUE life” (“Christmas,” The World Book Ency-simply to mark milestones in their lives,

keeping the feasts! clopedia,1956, vol. 3, p. 1425). ~ astrology, magic and sorcery, which are
Other sources tell us that Christmaatimately connected with birthday cus-
The Lord’s Supper trees, lights, presents, carols, holly, et¢ems, are condemned in the Bible (Isa.

all come from pagan celebrations thaf7:13-14, Jer. 10:2, Deut. 18:9-12, Lev.

The article, “Celebration,” continuesyyere held around Dec. 25. . 10. .
“But the church does celebrate the dea‘% 19:26, Gal. 5:19-21, Rev. 21.8).

and resurrection of Christ by participating .; : .
in the Lord’s Supper. At this time, we nog)rIgInS of Easter Which Days Should We Keep?
only remember Jesus with the bread alvhat about Easter? Jesus didn’t rise onGd tells usvot to worship Him the way
wine, we also look forward to the timeSunday morning! His followers arrived apagans worshiped their gods (Deut.
when Jesus will come again.” his tomb early on the first day of the week,2:29-32). We are to haveTHING to do
Many professing Christians take breaghile it was still dark, and the tomb wagyith ipoLs and pagan practice1 Cor.
and wine, calling these the “Lord’s Supempty (John 20:1)! He haalreadyrisen! 6:14-18). God doesn’t want his people
per.” Bread and wine aneoT the “Lord’s He rose on the Sabbath, just before sunsgding pagan celebrations and customs to
Supper” (1 Cor. 11:20-26, esp. v. 20). exactLy three days and three nights aft@fonor Him! He wants his people keeping
TheRreaL Lord's Supper was the suppehe was buried on a Wednesday evenings appointed feasts!
Jesus ate—the Passover meal of roasgeibr to the first holy day (“high day”) of The article, “Celebration,” teaches the
lamb commanded in Ex. 12:5-11. He atée Feast of Unleavened Bread (Magppositeof what the Bible surrounding it
14:16-18, Luke 22:13-16, John 13:1-2). Easter began as a pagan celebration®kristmas, Easter and birthdays! God Him-
On that night, Jesus gave New Testamdattility and rebirth of plant life in the ggf says, “Whatever | command you, be
meaning to Old Testament Passover syspring. “In myth, Attis, beloved of Magnacareful to observe it: you shall not add to it
bols. He didn’t do away with Passover otMater, castrated himself, died, and was rgy; take away from it’ (Deut. 12:32).

servance! He replaced the lamb by becofsern. Male consort of the Great Mother, he
meSABBATH SCOOP

ing our Passover lamb. Eating unleaven&ds a vegetation god who returned evefy
228 O'Connell Drive

bread and drinking wine symbolize eatingpring” (Classical Living: Reconnectin
his body and drinking his blood; i.e. acwith the Rituals of Ancient Romgy
cepting his sacrifice for our sins (MatFrances Bernstein, 2000, p. 81).

26:19-20, 26-28, Mark 14:22-24, Luke Attis was known by other names as wel: Cape Girardeau, MO 63701-3332
22:17-19). He also added the footwashiriynder the names of Osiris, Tammu3, Editor
ceremony (John 13:1-16). Adonis, and Attis, the peoples of Egypt ar[d Gregory Dullum

Partaking of this bread and wine shoul¥estern Asia represented the yearly deday crareulation Managers:

. b - . s raig Evans ¢ Raleigh Collins
NOT be doneany old time As amemoriaL  and revival of life, which they personifie Ed Crook » Gregory Dullum
of Christ’s death,this should be doneas a god who annually died and rose frgm © Copyright Gregory Dullum 2009

ONLY on Passover—theay Christ died. the dead. In name and detail the rites varied ¢ ;zcuaTioN: 115 - COST PER ISSUE: FREE

Other Celebrations the same” Adonis, Attis, Osiris: Studies i
the History of Oriental Religioly James

The article, “Celebration,” continuesGeorge Frazer, 1961, p. 6). Gad and four years of Ambassadar College plus ad-
“Until then [Christ's coming], everyday Worshippers of Tammuz mourned hiS iz bion bonaions o sover vosts of paper.
is a celebration. We have no special retlteath by singing laments and fastingtoner and postage are gratefully accepted. You may
gious requirement to celebrate events likErazer, p. 8). Lamenting and fasting fqre:mail the editor at CbprOdePt@?OCkeE”et- Unless
Christmas, Easter, or birthdays, but neFammuz is the basis of the 40-day falaeos vemm 105 Trames iooen mblahore
ther are they prohibited.” that today is called Lent. God condemns

Opinions expressed are those of the editor (based
upon more than 43 years attending the Church of
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Who Is this God We Serve?

Our Mighty Protector

With God as our Father, we can feel safe and secure!

By Gregory Dullum stronghold” (Ps. 18:2). Imagine how muchorp shall preserve you from all evil; He
| love the sound of my Dad’s voicesafer people felt behind castle walls or prghall preserve your soul. Theokp shall
Listening to him talk gives me a sense ¢décted by army garrisons in an Old Wegtreserve your going out and your coming
calm and peace. | may be 53 years diat! God provides that same protection! in from this time forth, and even forever-
but when I'm with my Dad, | feel like a God places “a hedge” about his peoplmore” (Ps. 121:8).
kid again, and the world seems all rightrotecting them from Satan (Job 1:8-10). While God can—and often does—pro-

because Dad is with me. tect our belongings, this is not an all-en-
Perhaps my feeling of security goes badkresent Help in Any Trouble compassing promise to do so. God pro-
to when | was in third grade. | stayed after tected Job’s belongings at first but then

school for a student council meeting. As\/hen the whole world is falling downgjiowed Satan to take them away to test
walked home much later than usual, | me@gound us, we need not fear because G (job 1:9-12). Some of God's people
classmate walking in the opposite direds With us and will protect us! “God is 0Uh3ye had their homes burglarized while
tion. He told me he was sorry. | had no idégfuge and strength, a very present hglsy were away or have had things stolen
why he apologized—until | got home. [N trouble. Therefore we will not feargom them.

In my backyard, Dad and | had built aFI:'lough the earth be removed, and thoughng christians, we are promised trials
“army fort” out of logs. That afternoon N€ mountains be carried into the midst g4 problems (John 16:33, Acts 14:22).
some of my classmates had sneaked iﬁlfg sea” (Ps. 46:1-2). .God is concerned more abootr lives
our backyard and had torn down the fort, Often, “mountains” are used symbolizpq o spiritual growththan our physi-
Dad ran out there and caught a number @!lY in the Bible for governments. Whell, | nroperty. Let us not confuse trials
the boys. He made those he caughtgivewg see society crumbling around Ugyisn 5 [ack of God's protectionNever
the names of those who ran away. He afi€N We see governments toppling, Wgqe taiththat GoderoTECTSUS!

Mom called their parents and made all tHF€d Botl_fkear. God iRy presentHe is “\yhen the Apostle Paul was preaching
boys come back and re-build the fort. cc;se 3;].' N aBr']G’ STRObNGdBODYGLéARD the Gospel in Corinth, he must have had

Dad had my back, protecting my for l twe tr|1re a untjan 0 hygu?hr tto Pr%ome doubts and fears about preaching
when | wasn't there. God is like that. H eﬁ(c:du?, Oere (a;red |metsv¥ en 22 r?uar fere. God offered him encouragement:
is our mighty Protector! on duty. urd od protec E,LLSH .(I)Iurs dNow the Lord spoke to Paul in the

No one knew this better than King'2y: SEVEN days a Week: ‘rie wi no|I1ight by a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, but

: ; Pl ; llow your foot to be moved; He wha :
David. During much of his life, David wa : ’ peak, and do not keep silent; for | am
on the run from someone trying to kil eeps you will not slumber. Behold, H%

: ith you, and no one will attack you to
him. He trusted God for his protection. n:roslkeee%?%résergsé isshsgu?igzgrerséagrtz .urg you; for | have many people in this
. . gin: protector]” (Ps. 121:3-5). city’ " (Acts 18:9-10).

God Kept King David Safe

When David fled from his son Absalom, hé Shepherd Guards His Flock Strong Hand, Outstretched Arm

wrote: “Many are they who say to me : : od defends us when we are attacked!
‘There is no help for him in God.'... ButE_'OedS'rS]aah ?ggghrﬁgdﬂ\gvgf |?kléa?2hhe'2g|§(ﬁing Hezekiah comforted the people of
you, O Lorp, are a shield for me, my gloryhe shall gather the lambs with his arrHUdah when they were under attack by an
and the One who lifts up my head.... I lay 4 carry them in his bosom, and sh 'rmy of Sennacherib with these words:
down and slept; | awoke, for theokp sus- gently lead those that are with young, ith him [Sennacherib] is an arm of
tained me. | will not be afraid of ten thourc4 40:11KJV) gflesh; but with us is the @rp our God to
sands of people who have set themselvﬁesrh'e former éhepherd David. undefélp us, and to fight our battles. And the
against me all around...” (Ps. 3:2-3, 5-6)40d this principle when he wrote Psa“'ﬁfople rested themselves upon the words of
David's confidence in God's protection al>3 \vhich begins, “The &rp is my shep- ezekiah the king” (2 Chron. 32K&1V).
lowed him to sleep peacefully! he’rd." He addea “Yea, though | walk We can depend upon God, because He
In another psalm, David prayed th%rough the vall’ey of the shadow ofoesn’t have a weak arm of flesh! We are
God would keep him safe, like a mothgjeath | will fear no evil: for You are withtold over and over that He has a mighty
hen protecting her chicks: “Keep me age: Your rod and Your staff, they comt@nd and an outstretched arm—reaching
the apple of Your eye; hide me under thgrt me” (Ps. 23:1, 4). out to protect his people (Deut. 4:34,
shadow of Your wings, from the wicked The rod was a club used to attack15: 7:19, 9:29, 11:2, 26:8, Ps. 136:12,
who oppress me, from my deadly engyolves or other enemies of the sheep. TH8!- 32:21, Ezek. 20:33-34)!
mies who surround me” (Ps. 17:8-9).  staff was a long pole with a crook, used toGod’s hand has not grown weak, nor
When David was rescued from the handscue sheep which had fallen intgas His arm shortened over the years!
of Saul, he praised God as a strongevasses or gotten into other trouble. ~ Today, in the 21st century, He ssill

fortress that kept him saféThe LorD is FULLY ABLE to protect us! “Behold, the
my rock and my fortress and my delivereprotected When We Travel LorD's hand is not shortened, that it can-
my God, my strength, in whom [ trust; my not save; nor His ear heavy that it cannot

shield and the horn of my salvation, mgod protects us when we travel: “Theear” (Isa. 59:1).
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Coffege Letters:

Lessons of Life Learned at Ambassador College

Swallow your pride and ask for help when you need it.
God watches over us, protects us and provides for our needs.

Monday, Jan. 6, 1975 | couldn’t believe it! Two drunks in onehoping someone would say, “Hey, I'm
day! from there...” but it never happened.
Part 2 But we had a real blast from then on—At 4 p.m. we checked the bus. No one.

[Editor's Note: Last month we began thgexcept for hunger pains). All of the ride€ame back in. We checked at 4:30 and at
tale of my crazy date to Disneyland on Jajye went on were more impressive thah By now, the sun had gone down, and

5. After a three-hour eventful city bus ridene first time (we had both been to Diisneyland was lit up. We had never

that cost more than | had expected, MaRgyland once before). On the Matterhorbeen there at night before. It was really

Hamilton and | arrived at Disneyland. Wefter passing the waterfall once, Margool. We couldn’t decide what to go on

saw the Ambassador College Big Sandiaid we should try to catch the water inext. | suggested the Haunted House

bus in the parking lot and hoped to bum@yur mouths. I tried, but failed. But weHutned Huse for Brad]Editor’s note:

ride home with them. When we got to thead a super good time! When we were kids, other neighborhood
entrance, it cost $12 for the two of us to getwe kept our eyes peeled for any peopkéds had made a “haunted house” at Hal-
in and | had only a $10 bill left in my walwho looked like AC students from Bigoween but their sign had misspellings.
let! What was | to do?] Sandy. Mary only knew one. We eveRrom then on, Brad and | called haunted

tried saying things like, “Boy, | surehouses “hutned huses.”]

Chapter 5 would like to meet someone from Big On the way there, through Adventure-

Mary said she had $2 with her. And
checked my change. | had $1 in bi
change. | asked if | could have one of h
dollars. She said sure. So we got in.

| was so glad | had asked Mary to
with me. A lot of other girls probabl
would have been bothered by everythi

iandy," and “I hear Big Sandy is a reallland, guess who we met? TRENE per-
.geat place” in unusually loud voicesson from Big Sandy that Mary knew!

 weemee i Disnegland = =

that happened—but not Mary. We ju We hope thar your visit with us today will be u | Werld MR
. . .. happy and memorable experience ¢ This ticket baok
had a blast experiencing all this junk t . _
is your passport to many wonderful adventures in

gether. It seems that everything that co
go wrong did. Yet, we had a blast an
way! And she didn’t mind using he
money. It was as if it weren't she and |
two people—but us—a team. We we
sharing experiences.

And now we were experiencing e
treme hunger. She had had breakfas
hadn’t. Neither of us had had lunch. Ang’
it was 1:30. But we only had $1.50 beg:
tween us. It would take 50¢ for us to g
from L.A. back to Pasadena. And it co
70¢ for a hamburger. One wouldn’t b
enough for the two of us. But two woul
take all of our money.

the Happiest Place On Earth « May your day at o

Disneylund be a pleasant one * Return und visit us
dgain soon.
WALT DISNEY PRODUCTIONS "M :

€ Walt Disnwy Productions COUPON, COUPDN COUPON

& Disnegland .27 25 70" e
| 'im‘nsmg

SF & D RR TRAINS thra Brand Ganyen & Primeval World

FLIGHT TO THE MOON
1 PEOPLE MOVER
TOMORROWLAND SF & 0 AR TRAINS thra Grand Canvon L Primeval Werld
t SKYWAY TO FANTASYLAND
TOMORROWLAND JETS

SKYWAY TO TOMORROWLAND
FANTASYLANO STORYBOOK LAND CANAL BOATS

> ] ] FRONTIERLAND MARK TWAIN STEAMBOAT s
We went to America the Beautiful first : Tom Sawyer Island Rafts
Then we went to the Enchanted Tiki WNEW ONLEARS SQUARE 57 & © RE TRAINS theu Grand Canyon & Primersl World
Room. It was neat, with singing bird cdbon VN
’ . ’ » g Seh COUPON COUPON
flowers, and a colored water fountain.|’ 1435935 VIR o
would have really enjoyed it except for photo by Gregory Dullum

one thing. We sat in the back row. And ja 1975, with a paid admission to Disneyland, visitors were issued coupon books.
guy who was maybe 20 or so, sat besiggich coupon was worth a certain amount of money and was good for admission
me. “Hil” he said. The smell of whiskeyto those rides listed on the coupon or to other rides at that price. The “A”
rolled off his breath. Mary burst intocoupons were worth 10¢, and allowed one to ride the King Arthur carousel or a
laughter. I just cried silently, Not again! Main Street vehicle. The “B” tickets were 25¢ and admitted one to the Main
could smell his breath the whole time. dtreet Cinema, Casey Jr. circus train, or Swiss Family tree house. Refunds for
just hoped he would leave me alone. Hgused tickets were not given but they could used on subsequent visits. The six

did. But we left before the thing wagoupons in this picture were left over from my day at Disneyland Jan. 5, 1975.
completely over along with some others,
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better because it was at night. Perhap
was the company. Or both.

with the water and the lights, and th
woods, and deer, etc. | really enjoy
that. It probably would not be as neat d
ing the day. We then used four ticke
Mary had left over from the last time t
go through It's a Small World and Be

to get to the bus. So we ran from the f
thest point in Disneyland all the way t
the gate. And the buses were gone!

Chapter 7

couldn’t see if it was the AC bus. Ther
was something in the way. We ran to it.

sat together. “I could kiss this bus,” Mar
said. | said | could too.

photo by Gregory Dullum
The Cinderella castle is perhaps the
most recognizable landmark of Disney-
land. It sits in the center of the theme
park. Through this gate lies Fantasy-

the weird things that happened to us. V)
now have our own language. All we hay
to say is “suitcase” and we burst ol

land. laughing. Or:
“Why are you wearing your coat
Chapter 6 Mary?

We ran over to them—he was with the morning.” Or:

date. He said there would be room for us,’'You know why my hands are dirty?”
because three students weren’t going'Why are your hands dirty?”

back with them—they were going some- “Playing golf.” Or:

place else. And he said the bus left at 7Have you thought about me yet?”
p.m. This was a big relief. Now we didn’t “A little.” We crack up every time we
have to keep checking on the bus, afl@ this little skit. It took us only 45 min-
worry about missing it. And we could!tes to get back. Three hours there and
spend our $1.50! And EAT! And | stillminutes back.

had two bus tickets, but | didn’t care. | Oh, it felt so good to be back! We werp

just wanted to take the AC bus! SOHAPPY to be home!

Well, right across the path was a re-! remembered Grant's tape. | had left|t ‘peyt. 20:1-3, 8; Josh. 1:9, 10:25;
freshment center, and they had all be%@téh(\a/v(ezolgiﬁle% \?(l)t:ei:tn Ilt \?vgg r‘:‘g\';[heer;e”t‘)e Isa. 35:4; Luke 12:32
! ! - . )
hot dogs! At 55¢! We bought two, usin e found. So | walked Mary home. | told

Mary’s dollar, and a dime of mine. W
put on ketchup and mustard to ma
them more filling. We discussed how ¢
incidental that we should take this rou
to the haunted house at this time, a
meet theONE person she knew, and fin
a stand with cheapLL-BeerF hot dogs!
Someone must be watching over us! (I

sure hope so—we did enough praying Qfje kept it up all the way to her dorm.

a certain bus!) thanked her—and even thanked her f

We didn’t want to buy anything toy, 2 But i h
drink, so | asked if there was a drinkinggst? and coupons. But it was suc

fountain. | was told, “Second tree down.”

We just cracked up. And when | drank .

from the fountain, | got water on m pilogue

glasses. But | didn't even care! After telling the whole story to Steve,
The haunted house—we got there just

as the ride began. We didn’t have to wait

r, “I really don't like Sabbath dates.
ates. | like to do things to remember.
ink | succeeded,” | said. “You certainly
d,” she agreed. “I'm never going to for,
et this.”

“Why are your hands dirty, Mary?”
“From playing golf...” We cracked up.

COLLEGE LETTERS

Then we rode the Mark Twain steanf-
boat ride. That was so romantic at night

Jamboree. We got there just in time fgr
those two things too. When the Bear Jaf-
boree was over, we only had 12 minutg¢s

There was only one bus left. And w

was the AC bus. We climbed aboard agd The Oregon Traiby Francis Park-

We laughed all the way home about {ll

“It's cold out there on the golf course i

Ike to do unusual and different things fgr

It

REUnSEact

Drawing and Fun Fact are courtesy of NAPS
At the Jewish Passover meal, it is
traditional for the youngest child
to ask “the four questions.” These
are questions about the difference
between the Passover meal and
regular meals.

Witeratiuhe

P Wit and wisdom to complement the truths of the
t  Holy Bible can be found in secular writings.

)

man University of Nebraska Press,
1847 (reprinted 1994), p. 116.

.  Show No Fear

£ “This timorous mood of the emi-
t grants was doubly unfortunate, as
exposed them to real danger. As
sume, in the presence of Indians,
bold bearing, self-confident yet vigi-
lant, and you will find them tolerably
safe neighbors. But your safety dg
pends upon the respect and fear y
are able to inspire. If you betra
timidity or indecision, you convert
them from that moment into insidiou
and dangerous enemies. The Dakagta
saw clearly enough the perturbatio
A%f the emigrants, and instantl
availed themselves of it. They be
came extremely insolent and exactin
in their demands.”

—

t

(uotablef0uote

| “Constant kindness can accomplish

much. As the sun makes ice melf,

kindness causes misunderstanding,

mistrust, and hostility to evaporate.
—Albert Schweitzer

wilemonuiSenipiiule

“Speak to the children of Israel, sayt
ing, ‘Surely My Sabbaths you shall
keep, for it is a sign between Mg
and you throughout your generag
tions, that you may know that | anj
the Lorb who sanctifies you.””
—Ex. 31:13

in line! And it was cool! Perhaps it was Continued on Page 6
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figured Mary had done the same thing {0
her roommates. So | called her. She hdd.

ke e eating your coar| | LRI :mms' 1K

T
Mary?”

“It gets cold out there on the gol 55 at Jackson, Mo., and shot two el
course in the morning, you know.” What a“nmen KI“ m mahama tric linemen for no known reason.

a day! i “Detectives with the Jackson Polide
The End Eerman“' Illlllrﬂ “I Mlss““" Department, along with other law eg-

(Letter continued on back) Three recent incidents of violence indforcement agencies, are still trying fo
Well. That was 7 pages of yesterday ] Icate we are living in the last days. Ongetermine why a Perryville man shpt

found out that Grant had picked up tHeoccurred in Alabama, one in Germanyvo Ameren UE linemen working at
tape from the console. So | didn't have fo(both were reported March 12) and substation in Jackson....
worry about that. third in Missouri (reported March 4). “The shooter has been identified fs
Weird things didn’t stop after the phong “The gunman, wearing a vest loadeflaron C. Hemingway, 32, of Perryville
call to Mary. But the next weird thingd with ammunition and carrying four “Five linemen were working at th
have nothing to do with the story. And guns, went from town to town, leavingubstation. Two-man crews were in
I’'m tired of writing. a trail of gruesome crime scenes oveuckets while a fifth employee was qn
| was going to say something abo{t20 miles of rural southern Alabama. the ground. Jackson Police Chief Janjes
New Year's and the Rose Parade. But the “He first killed his mother and theHumphreys toldThe Cash-Book Jour
weirdness of that cannot compare to ygsfamily dogs in Kinston, Ala., authori-nal that the linemen do not know w
terday, and would be anticlimactic. Angl ties said, then drove 10 miles to Sandemingway shot at them. In a brief if-
one long story is enough for one letter. | son, where he shot five members of hisrview at the scene shortly after the
Needless to say, | was up all night Nejvextended family, including the unclesident, Humphreys said, ‘The linemgn
Year's Eve. The next day | lay down, aj who raised him. Next, his violence bewere as surprised as anyone. They h
my clothes on, threw a jacket over came random, as he sprayed bulletsrag clue.’ ”
shoulders, for a nap at 3 p.m. | woke ypcars, stores and police officers, killing The shooter fled the scene in his pigk-
at 8 a.m. the next morning. And | wagneighbors, a man walking down thep truck. When he was later ai-

just gonna take a nap! street, a woman at a convenience stqseached by police, they observed t
It was cold out there in the parking Iof and a passing motorist, they said. he had fatally shot himself (“Perryvill
on Fair Oaks and Del Mar New Year'$ “All told, the gunman, identified asman shoots Ameren UE workers, thgn
Eve. | worked from 2 a.m. to noon. Beforp Michael K. McLendon, 28, killed 10kills himself” by David Bloom,The
that, we had walked along the paradepeople, in what law enforcement offiCash-Book JournalMarch 4, 2009, p
route and watched all the people campgdials called the worst mass shooting 0A).
out on the sidewalks and grass and guttggsAlabama history, and wounded six be-We read in 2 Tim. 3:1-4: “Remembgr
We parked 77 cars at $3.50 per car. Thdore fatally shooting himself” (“Offi- this! In the last days there will be marjy
lot next to us charged $3.00 and a guy dqutials Identify Alabama Gunman” bytroubles, because people will I0\r]e
at the street signaling all the cars to corpeésShaila Dewan and A. G. Sulzbergethemselves, love money, brag, and joe
into his lot. But once they turned into hif The New York Timesyytimes.com, proud. They will say evil things again

—

lot, some cars would come and turn infoMarch 12, 2009, p. 1). others and will not obey their parents pr
our lot. We would explain to them th Across the Atlantic Ocean, the folpe thankful or be the kind of people
we charged $3.50 compared to his $3.¢0lowing tragedy also occurred: God wants. They will not love others,

and that he was doing all the work, arjd “A teenage gunman killed 15 peoplewill refuse to forgive, will gossip, and
they’d laugh, say it didn’t matter, anq most of them female, on Wednesdayill not control themselves. They wi
park in our lot anyway. Somebody waf[March 11] in a rampage that began atiz cruel, will hate what is good, wifl
working for us. But that other guy gof school near Stuttgart in southern Geturn against their friends, and will d
mad. He got 17 cars (his lot was smalle).many and ended in a nearby towrgolish things without thinking. They

The only incident at the lot was a hupwhere he then killed himself after thevill be conceited, will love pleasure ir
cap was supposedly stolen overnightpolice wounded him. stead of God”Nlew Century Version).
Stan Martin, the lot head, told the guy “The attack left Germany... strug-
call Dan Boyce, student body presiderft.gling to understand the carnage that hpd

Stan figured if Dan wanted to pay thf befallen it, a country with relatively lit- LEAVENING
guy, let him. | saw 1/2 hour of the paradg.tle violent crime

it didn't thrill me. “The authorities identified the attackk CORRECTION

Well, | told ya about New Year's any{ er as Tim Kretschmer, 17, who gradug\-Canned ravioli may have breg

(@)

o

way. | figured you probably wondered] ed last year from the school he later gtcrumbs or crackermeal (crushe
Today | bought my books for next semef-tacked” (“Teenage Gunman Kills 15 dt crackers) mixed with the meat as
ter ($31.00). Tomorrow is the last day bg-school in Germany” by Carter Doughr filler. These are leavening. In lag
fore classes start. Got Brad’s letter todgyerty, The New York Timesytimes.- | month’sSabbath Scooprackermeal
The statement about the tape cracks fneom, March 12, 2009, p. 1). was mistakenly listed as not leaven
up. Stay healthy, smile, and I'll see y’allf A strange shooting occurred late ining. We regret the error.

Love, February. On Feb. 27, a man exited |-

Greg

—~ oy O




